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 Learn more about the Executive Leaders Program:  




Center for Homeland Defense and Security  
Executive Leaders Program  
 
The Center for Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS) has developed the Executive Leaders 
Program (ELP) to meet the ongoing educational needs of our homeland security leaders. This 
program allows senior-level homeland security professionals to develop the strategies, policies 
and organizational elements they need to better understand and address emerging national 
security issues, public policy debates, terrorist threats and best practices in homeland security.  
 
Goals and Objectives of the Executive Leaders Program  
 
 Strengthen national security by providing a non-degree, graduate-level educational 
program to meet the needs of leaders responsible for homeland defense and security  
 Provide an educational forum to enhance senior leaders' capacity to identify and resolve 
homeland security problems  
 Create nationwide homeland security networks and build relationships between senior 
leaders across disciplines, agencies and levels of government  
 
Program Structure and Curriculum  
 
The Executive Leaders Program consists of four one-week in-residence sessions over a nine-
month period. The program is designed to accommodate the busy schedules of participating 
executives and does not require the workload of traditional graduate-level education.  
Instruction is a combination of presentations and facilitated discussions between faculty, 
participants and subject matter experts. Discussions include strategy, policy and organizational 
design, covering topics such as intelligence, critical infrastructure, border/immigration, threat 
recognition, incident management, crisis and risk communications, fear management and 
emerging homeland security issues.  
 
Each of the four sessions is conducted at the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland 
Defense and Security campus in Monterey, Calif. Attendance and participation is required at all 
four sessions. The Department of Homeland Security's National Preparedness Directorate, 
FEMA, covers program costs, including travel and lodging, for each participant for each of the in-
residence sessions.  
 
Selection and Application Criteria  
 
The selection criteria evaluates the relevancy and level of the applicant’s position, their homeland 
security responsibilities, the potential benefit to the applicant and their organization, and the 
homeland security experience and knowledge they will bring to the program.  
 
Annual application deadlines are January 15 and June 15. 
